" Towards the end of last year a new department was added to the work of the Infirmary by the institution of vaccination, which commenced on the 19th October, 1857, and has been continued daily till the present time. During this period 1063 vaccinations have been performed on children and adults, although chiefly on the former. This number, which, but for the prejudices of the ignorant, might have been greatly increased, has been a source of much satisfaction to the managers, and they trust that the measures which they have adopted in this matter may have tended to the diminution of infantile mortality from small-pox in Glasgow during the past year, as appears from the returns of the Registrar-General for Scotland. They purpose to continue the efforts commenced last year in order to induce the Government to bring in a measure to render vaccination compulsory in Scotland, as it is in England and elsewhere. " The most remarkable fact brought out in the history of the Infirmary during the past year has been the unprecedented immunity from contagious and epidemic disease, which has continued to prevail till the present time. This city has been so long accustomed to see large numbers of the population annually cut down from this cause alone, that it ought to be a special occasion of thankfulness that an all-merciful Providence has seen meet, during the past year, so signally to remove the causes of so much disease and death from amongst lis. When it is stated that we require to go so far back as the year 1823, before we can find a year in which the number of fever patients admitted to the Infirmary has been less than it was during the past year, and when it is remembered how great has been the increase of the population during the last thjrty-five years, we may arrive at som^idea of the extent of the amelioration in the state of health of the poorer classes of the community. During the period above referred to the cases of fever occurring annually in this city were more frequently numbered by thousands than by hundreds, so that typhus seemed to have become endemically resident amongst us. The total number of patients admitted into the. fever hospital during the past year was 510; of whom 292 were cases of typhus and typhoid. There were only 57 cases of small-pox.
" While the managers rejoice in being able to make so favourable a report regarding the general stale of health prevailing amongst that class of the community for whom the Infirmary is provided as a refuge in the time of disease, they would fail of their duty if they allowed such a state of matters to lull their successors in office into a state of false security with respect to the contingencies of the future.
It will be sufficient to refer to the experience of a few years age to dissipate such a state of feeling. In 1845 the number of fever cases had fallen nearly as low as last year, but the two following years were characterized by the greatest outbreak of fever that ever occurred in Glasgow. The same thing may occur again. The temporary erections constructed at the period referred to are still standing in the Infirmary grounds; some portions of them have been used from time to time as occasion required, particularly during the winter half of the year, when there is usually the greatest demand for admission, but they are now in such a state that it would not be desirable that they should be again occupied. At present they are not occupied, and the patients accommodated in them were transferred at the beginning of winter, to vacant wards in the fever hospital, so that at present four of the nine wards in the fever house ? are employed for ordinary medical and surgical case?. In the not unlikely event of an increase of fever, these wards would require to be vacated, and the remaining ordinary accommodation of the Infirmary would be totally inadequate to meet the demand for the admission of ordinary cases?and the managers should be prepared with plans for the erection of additional accommodation of a permanent kind, in accordance with the resolution adopted by the The next most important item of the income of the Infirmary consists of the sums received from the operatives employed in the various manufacturing establishments in this city and neighbourhood, from the workmen employed in the mining districts, and from the captains and crews of steamers and other vessels frequenting the Clyde. The sum received from this source during the past year has amounted to ?19G0.16s. From small beginnings thirty years ago, this sum has grown and increased with steady progress, so that ere long, at the same rate of progress, it promises to equal, if not to exceed, the whole sum derived from annual subscriptions. There is no item of their income, the prosperity of which gives greater gratification to the managers than that which is contributed by the working classes, as it affords not only evidence of the interest and co-operation of those for whose benefit, when disabled by disease and injury, the Infirmary is instituted, but substantive proof of their desire to afford mutual assistance and support. The next item of ordinary income consists of students' fees, which have this year amounted to ?790. 13s.
?a sum considerably less than the sum received last year, which was larger than usual in consequence of the large number of students who entered last year previous to the rise of the fees. Though the sum received is less, the number of students attending the Infirmary is greater than in former years. 
